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Rolls-Royce and Bentley owners deserve and expect only the highest level of professionalism and 
expertise to be involved with the repair, maintenance and presentation of these famous motor cars. 


At Paradise Garage, we give our customers as much attention as their cars. We listen, when we 
deliver the car to our customer we explain what was wrong and how we fixed the problem. 
We have the credentials and the commitment to support owners and their cars. 


“The owners know us, they know they can rely on us.” 


Call Warrick or Paul to discuss routine maintenance, major overhaul, buying or selling, 
or advice on any aspect of Rolls-Royce and Bentley ownership. 


Messrs Appleby and Booth at Paradise Garage 
Heaven for Cars - Salvation for Car Owners 
25 Dunning Avenue, Rosebery, NSW, 2018 
Tel: 02 9313 7866 Fax: 02 9663 2105 www.paradisegarage.com.au DL: 13746 


SPECIAL 


INSURANCE —~ 
FOR SPECIAL 
VEHICLES 


Shannons Insurance has been insuring veteran, vintage and classic vehicle enthusiasts since 1970 and has developed a 
great insurance package at a very competitive price 
MM Agreed value. If the car is a total loss you will receive Mi No blame = No excess 

the full sum it is insured for. Mi Laid up cover for vehicles being restored or repaired 
Mi You have the option to choose your own repairer Mi Free windscreen — one per year without excess 


HH In the event of total loss you will have automatic re- Mi Personal belongings and tools up to the value of $400 
tention of the wreck, depending on the policy — subject to excess 


HBHHRHRHBRHBBE HBR HEB HEHEHE HERR HE BRR eRe eR eR eRe eRe eRe eee eee ee 8 
FOR A SPECIAL QUOTE CALL 1300 139 006 www-.shannons.com.au 
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Front Cover Photo: 

This edition of PRAECLARUM marks 80 years of one of Rolls-Royce Ltd's most charming and enchanting 
models, the Twenty Horsepower. Our front cover car is 42G7, the first Twenty to come to Australia and 
certainly the oldest surviving example in the country, if not the world. It has been owned by David Davis 
(N.S.W) since 1959. The handsome tourer coachwork, though by no means the first body to be fitted to 
this chassis, is certainly the one that has remained there the longest, and might now be regarded as 
permanent! Photograph courtesy of Jim Kelso (N.S.W). 


R The Rolls-Royce badge is a trademark of Rolls-Royce Plc and is used by the Club under licence from Rolls-Royce Plc, Derby, England. 
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All views expressed in PRAECLARUM 
are those of the individual writers. 


Twenty Eightieth 


Another significant Rolls-Royce anniv- 
ersary, following our last issue’s celebra- 
tion of fifty years of the Bentley 
Continental, is the Eightieth Anniversary 
of the Twenty Horsepower. 

In this issue, three well known and 
highly knowledgeable owners write on 
some of their their experiences with this 
most enchanting of Rolls-Royce models. 


Last Rolls-Royce cars 


For the first time since 1904, in peace- 
time, there is no current production 
Rolls-Royce car available — and no car 
company with the Rolls-Royce name. By 
the end of August the last Rolls-Royce 
cars from the original Company had been 
built. The final car, a Corniche, was 
finished in the same colour as AX-20I, 
The Silver Ghost, and will be housed with 
this and other significant Company- 
owned cars in a new Rolls-Royce 
Heritage Centre at Crewe, to help 
maintain the Company’s links to its 
distinguished 98-year history. 

Whilst this is not, strictly speaking, the 
end of the Rolls-Royce marque as such, to 
many enthusiasts it is nevertheless the 
end of the Rolls-Royce motor car in the 
true sense. It is important to realise that 
only the Rolls-Royce name has been sep- 
arated — the Company itself has not 


Photographed by the Editor at a recent run of the ACT. Branch to the Temora Aviation Museum is Twenty 
Horsepower Registrar Bob Clarke's 1926 Twenty (GAJ26). The saloon coachwork is by Melbourne Motor 
Body & Assembling Co. The aircraft is Temora’s superb Rolls-Royce Merlin-powered Supermarine Spitfire. 


been split but merely renamed. To reflect 
its new Bentley-only rédle and to comply 
with the 1998 agreement, on September 
| 6th the name of the original Rolls-Royce 
car Company was changed from Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley Motor Cars Ltd to 
simply Bentley Motors Ltd. In every 
other sense this Company continues un- 
changed, retaining the Rolls-Royce motor 
car archives, drawings, designs, patents, 
factory, workforce and corporate mem- 
ory, and will continue to supply spare 
parts for all of the cars (of both marques, 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley) of which it was 
the manufacturer. The BMW Group 
company that will produce future cars 


Following publication in our last issue of the 1953 picture of four Bentley Continentals at Le Mans, Bill 
Medcalf (U.K) sent this recent shot taken during the B.D.C.’s Bentley Continental 50th Anniversary Meeting 
at Silverstone, which attracted no fewer than 87 R-type Continentals. The cars are, from left to right, BC5A, 
BC38LC, BC4B and BC4A. Of these, BC4A and BC5A appeared in the 1953 Le Mans photograph. 


called Rolls-Royce is an entirely new one, 
not yet named Rolls-Royce and unrelated 
to the present Company. 

It is also irrefutable that the cars 
Bentley Motors will continue to build at 
Crewe, to designs dating from when the 
Company was still Rolls-Royce, will 
continue to embody the pure Rolls- 
Royce engineering and design philos- 
ophies that we know and love and which 
evolved in an unbroken line from the 
work of Henry Royce. It means that if 
you want a new car of this heritage you 
will need to buy a Bentley from Crewe. 
But you will need to be quick —the 
superlative two-door models (the Silver 
Spirit-derived Continental R, Azure, etc.) 
are to be dropped from the range after 
the first quarter of next year, to make 
way for new models with engineering 
characteristics more readily identifiable 
with the parent company, Volkswagen. 
That will leave the Arnage as the last 
model from the ‘pre-split’ era and almost 
certainly the last to have the venerable 
Rolls-Royce V-8 engine that has powered 
more than 80% of all the Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley motor cars ever built. Eventually 
of course, even that model will be dis- 
continued, after which only VW/Audi- 
based models will remain to carry the 
Bentley marque into the future. 

Production of cars bearing the Rolls- 
Royce name will start again in BMW 
custody on January Ist, 2003. The BMW- 
designed, German-engineered car, to be 
assembled and finished at Goodwood, 
will be announced on the same date. 
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No apologies for 


the fact that this evocative old shot of 191! 
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2 Silver Ghost 1884 has appeared in PRAECLARUM more than once before, as well as in at least two 


fine books on the marque. It was taken at Duntroon Military College in 1920. Behind the driver is HRH The Prince of Wales, later King Edward Vill, Can anybody 
identify any of the important-looking military officers? | 884 is one of 15 London-Edinburgh cars to have ‘underslung' rear springs. It survives in England (see below). 


There is little doubt that the people at 
BMW will have done their best to inter- 
pret the Rolls-Royce motor car in a 
sincere and well-meaning way. But the 
original Company, regardless of VW 
ownership, descends in a continuous line 
from those who founded it and there- 
fore, having created it, obviously had no 
need to interpret the marque. BMW, on 
the other hand, had to learn about Rolls- 
Royce. But if their German plants are to 
do the engineering while their new 
“Rolls-Royce” factory at Goodwood is, in 
effect, limited to coachbuilder’s tasks, it 
doesn’t take much more than a glance at 
Rolls-Royce history and the marque’s 
central ethos, which has always meant 
engineering before polished wood and 
leather, to suspect that this might be its 
very antithesis. Even the body shell, it is 
believed, will be made in Germany. 

Not that | believe we are likely to see 
many of them in the Club. But in saying 
that, | am reminded of overhearing a 
group of Club members, in about 1967, 
scrutinising the first Silver Shadow to 
appear at a Victoria Branch event. 
Observed one member (still a member 
today): “I don’t think we'll ever see many of 
these in the Club”! 


Departures from Australia 


In our last edition (page 3941) we saw 
1912 Silver Ghost chassis 1958, ex- 
Australia, which | saw and photographed 
at P. & A. Wood’s. This was not the only 
former Australian domiciled car | saw 
there. Also noted was another 1912 car, 
chassis |884, seen on this page in an his- 
toric photograph and as it appears today. 

As long as the values of these Veteran 
Silver Ghosts remain in the stratosphere 
while the low value of our dollar against 


1884 today, photographed by your Editor at the 
premises of PR & A. Wood in England in july. The 
body is a modern replica, based on the original 
Mulliners of Birmingham tourer, seen above. 
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major currencies makes Australian prices 
attractive overseas, these magnificent 
cars will continue to leave us, probably 
for good. 


Martin Bennett 


Branch visits 


I write having just returned from a 
very interesting weekend visit to 
Sydney to attend, at the invitation of 
the N.S.W. Branch, their annual 
Concours at Fox Studios. It was very 
enjoyable having the opportunity to 
speak to so many long standing and 
new members at their major event at 
this so very central, popular venue. 
Wanda and I were made feel very wel- 
come by newly elected President 
Jeanne Eve and delighted that John 
Matheson entrusted me with an 
appropriate vehicle for the day. Con- 
gratulations Jeanne on your organis- 
ation of the event together with your 
team and thank you Jeanne and John 
for your hospitality. 


Preservation of originality 


I have not received a great deal of 
feedback from Branches on the pro- 
posed inclusion of an award at Federal 
level for the encouragement of preser- 
vation of originality of cars up to 1965 
other than those presently covered by 
the Vidler Shield. However, I have re- 
ceived sufficient comment to highlight 
the complexities. The award at first 
seems to be very desirable and even 
long overdue. It has been stressed to 
me however, and I feel quite correctly, 
that to not include coachwork and 
judge only the chassis (which is as 
presently suggested and in line with 
the Vidler) would in fact not offer any 
discouragement for an owner to re- 
place a very original body. This would 
then have the very opposite effect to 
the one we are trying to achieve. If we 
then agree that coachwork should be 
included, we are probably duplicating 
existing awards with the end result 
that one vehicle would, on most occa- 
sions, win both. It is very difficult to 
achieve the aim of rewarding the 
owner of a very well maintained, orig- 
inal motorcar when judged against a 
correctly restored concours entrant. 
Even if we could define at what point 
“well maintained” becomes “restored”, 
how many of the cars in question have 


not had some degree of restoration 
during their lifetime? It seems the old 
adage that “nothing is easy” is being 
proved correct once more. If you think 
you have a solution, please discuss it 
with your Federal Delegates or with 
your committee. 


The future 


Whilst we are on the subject of 
things not being easy, I would like to 
keep you aware of progress on our fu- 
ture relations with the Companies and 
with patent attorneys for Rolls-Royce 
Ple. Iam not suggesting that we have 
had any difficulty at all with Ple., in 
fact the opposite is the case, but I feel 
that as a Club, we will be faced with 
many difficult decisions in the future. 
Our attempts to officially ascertain 
just how Bentley Motors Ltd sees our 
future relationship have still not 
drawn an official response and it will 
be difficult to have any meaningful 
discussion on the topic at Federal 
Council without first knowing their 
position. In a helpful letter received 
from David Evans a few days ago, he 
reiterates some points and clarifies 
others which I precis as follows: 

1. The mark must be used as 
“ROLLS-ROYCE” (with hyphen) and in 
advertisements we must be absolutely 
sure we refer to “Specialists in Rolls- 
Royce Motor Cars” and not “Rolls- 
Royce Specialists” or any corruption of 
that description. 

2. What we include in our maga- 
zines is up to us. A photograph of a 
new Bentley on a front cover would be 
perfectly acceptable, 
photograph of a car of any make. 

3. We are free to accept advertise- 


as would a 


ments from wherever we will. 

4. We must not use the name Rolls- 
Royce in conjunction with any other 
trademark and when selling goods 
through our Club Shop, we must 
make it clear that we are selling as the 
R.R.O.C. of Australia and under our 
logo. It is not acceptable to substitute 
our club logo for the company logo. 

Wherever we use the trademark in 
a trademark sense or in any publica- 
tion, it is essential that there should 
be an acknowledgement that the 
name ROLLS-ROYCE, the ROLLS- 
ROYCE BADGE and the linked RR 
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logo are used by the Club under 
licence. 

“As far as Rolls-Royce Plc are con- 
cerned, we would expect you to cont- 
inue to look after Bentley as well as 
Rolls-Royce motor cars and subject to 
proper use of the trademarks in the 
manner indicated above, it is not for us 
at Rolls-Royce Plc to dictate what you, 
the R.R.O.C. of Australia have in the 
way of membership. There clearly has 
to be limitation on membership and it 
clearly has to be understood that 
membership of the R.R.O.C. of 
Australia does not and cannot give 
them the right to use the name ROLLS- 
ROYCE commercially for their own pur- 
poses. As long as this is properly 
enforced and the dilution of the owner- 
ship of Rolls-Royce motor cars is not 
too great, I would not have any partic- 
ular problem in this area.” 

I am sure all members will be inter- 
ested in that last paragraph especial- 
ly. I still feel we must hasten slowly 
with any decisions on eligibility, but 
we now have confirmation of the atti- 
tude of Ple. David went on to say that 
he personally felt that it is in the in- 
terests of the Club to maintain the 
links with Bentley. provided the inter- 
ests of the trademarks are safeguard- 
ed in the manner indicated. He is not 
surprised we have not heard from 
Bentley and understands Volkswagen 
have not yet decided what the future 
relationship is going to be. I know 
older members will smile and remark 
that history is repeating itself with 
memories of “the Bentley question”. 

We are very fortunate that with the 
establishment by Bentley Motors of 
CREWE GENUINE PARTS which will 
ensure the availability of parts for our 
cars. We will always have a very good 
reason to remain friends and for those 
of us who have had the pleasure of 
meeting Jeff Lau from Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley in Singapore, we will continue 
to value that contact with the “old 
days” if we have a real parts problem. 
I understand Crewe Genuine Parts 
will have a conspicuous presence at 
our Federal Rally in York in April, 
2003 so that is good news. 


A.C.T. Branch anniversary 


The next milestone in the history of 
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the Club is the celebration in 
Canberra of the twentieth birthday of 
the A.C.T. Branch, an invitation to 
which I have gladly accepted to enable 
me to offer congratulations on behalf 
of all members in Australia. 


More Place 


As promised, this issue includes 
the story (below) of the wonderful 
home shared by David & Wendy Evans 
which I'm sure everyone will enjoy. 
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Perhaps we have other members who 
have or know of homes with links to a 
Rolls-Royce. How about another story 
on ‘Nareeb’, Diana? 

I should attempt one on ‘Taabinga 
Homestead’, to the 
Youngman family and their Silver 
Ghost, chassis 1730. It will force me 
to remember many tales of the car my 
mother told me as a child and which 
probably formed the catalyst for my 
life-long interest in the marque. I 


once home 


know there are many more out there 
and they should be recorded for the 
interest of future generations as well 
as ourselves. Maybe this is a challenge 
which David Neely will find attractive 
after completing the stirling job he is 
doing making the Club History an 
absorbing story. 

I’m sure I have exceeded my space 
allocation so happy motoring until 
next time. 


Fred Haughtey 
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BY DAVID EVANS (U.) 


There are, in the United Kingdon, many 
thousands of houses, in addition to inns, 
churches and public buildings, that long pre- 
date the ‘discovery’ of Australia by 
Europeans. This holds true regardless of 
whether you believe that Australia was 
discovered by a |6th Century Portuguese 
navigator, or by James Cook or other English 
explorers as recently as the late 18th 
Century. The magnificent house described in 
this article was already quite old when the 
Plantagenet dynasty fell to the Tudors in 
1485. It is owned and occupied today by 
David & Wendy Evans. David is Patent 
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‘More Place’, the early | 5th Century home of David & Wendy Evans (U.K). 


Attorney for Rolls-Royce Plc and a keen 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley owner and enthus- 
jast. 


Beside the River Mole in the County 
of Surrey in England, there lives a 
Rolls-Royce Phantom I. This majestic 
motor car was erected in the assembly 
shop at Nightingale Road in Derby to- 
wards the end of 1926. On completion 
of the chassis, numbered 16NC, a 
sedanca de ville body was constructed 
by Barker & Company for the car and 
she was rolled out in early 1927 and 
registered in the name of Rolls-Royce 
Ltd. The car was destined for the 


Hore Place 


south of France where she became the 
Company ‘Trials’ car (i.e. demonstra- 
tor) from 1927 to 1930. It is thought 
that on a number of occasions she 
was used by Henry Royce and his 
companion, Nurse Aubin. 16NC re- 
turned to England in 1932 and was 
purchased for the then princely sum 
of £1,800 by Lord Howard of Glossop. 
She remained in his Lordship’s service 
until 1938 when she entered what is 
euphemistically called ‘the carriage 
trade’. 

After service with the London Fire 
Brigade during World War II, and after 
a number of owners, 16NC eventually 


came to ‘More Place’ in the village of 
Betchworth. In the past 12 or so years 
she has been with her present owner 
she has provided a great deal of enter- 
tainment and enjoyment, not least for 
the fun of sourcing the various spare 
parts. A massive piece of machinery, 
she will achieve about 8 m.p.g. on a 
bad day and with the wind behind her 
about 15 m.p.g. on a good one. Her 
surroundings, however, are also ex- 
tremely interesting. 

‘More Place’ sits on a small knoll 
beside the River Mole. The oldest part 
of the house was constructed some 
time in the early 1400s. The occupant 
at the time was Thomas Morsted 
whose son, also named Thomas, was 
Surgeon to King Henry 5th and fought 
with him at the Battle of Agincourt on 
October 25th, 1415. He is commem- 
orated by a plaque in the local church 
of St. Michael’s in Betchworth. When 
Thomas Morsted Surgeon died in 
1438 he left money in his will to the 
poor of Betchworth in memory of his 
parents who had lived at ‘More Place’. 

The old part of ‘More Place’ that 
Thomas Morsted would have known 
remains largely intact. It is of truly 


David & Wendy Evans’ 1926 Phantom | (16NC), a sedanca de ville by Barker & Co., at ‘More Place’. 
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massive construction, being of oak 
frame with a fully beamed ceiling in 
the current drawing room complete 
with a ‘dragon’ beam, surmounted by 
a roof of Horsham stone. The house 
was added to in 1622 and many of the 
features of those additions exist today, 
including a magnificent Jacobean fire- 
place. At that time the house was 
owned by the Woodman family and 
during the Civil War the Woodmans 
were staunch supporters of the King. 
The surrounding area of Surrey, how- 
ever, generally supported parliament, 
with the result that the Woodman 
family were constantly at loggerheads 
with their neighbours. 

The records in Dorking, the nearby 
town, show that William Woodman, 
gent, was arraigned before the magis- 
trates as being some suspected of har- 
bouring royalists and papists within 
the house, and a writ was obtained for 
parliamentary troops to search the 
house. 

As the years and the centuries 
passed by, the house grew still fur- 
ther. In 1684 a further wing was 
added to provide symmetry to the 
house, as is apparent from the photo- 
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graph (previous page). In 1740 a clock 
tower was added and in the 1840s 
considerable extension of the domes- 
tic offices of the house was under- 
taken. 

In 1815 the house was occupied by 
the Stables family; their two sons were 
both mortally wounded at the Battle of 
Waterloo. The hatchments that were 
hung outside the house on the death 
of each son are to be found in the local 
church of St. Michael’s. At about this 
time ownership of the house passed 
into the Goulburn family and formed 
part of the local Goulburn Estate. The 
owner of the house at that time had 
been Chancellor of the Exchequer at 
the time of his purchase of the house 
in 1811. His brother had served as a 
general in the Grenadier Guards at 
the Battle of Waterloo and the house 
and estate had, therefore, a close 
association with the Duke of 
Wellington. On the day of the Duke’s 
funeral on November 11th, 1852, the 
Wellingtonias (giant redwoods) were 
planted to commemorate the occa- 
sion. Both trees, by now truly enor- 
mous, are flourishing today, 150 years 
later. 
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During all of this time the house 
was tenanted. In 1850 the house was 
in the possession of the Corbett fam- 
ily. John Corbett was church warden 
of St. Michael’s for 50 years. At this 
time, the census returns show that 
the house had ten indoor and ten out- 
doors staff. ‘More Place’ had its own 
cricket team and an honorary member 
of the team was W.G. Grace, who vis- 
ited regularly in the 1890s and early 
1900s. 

During the early part of the 20th 


The fine Jacobean (i.e. dating from the rei 
| 2 
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century the house fell steadily into 
some degree of disrepair. 

The present owners acquired the 
house in 1981 on the death of General 
Goulburn, and have worked continu- 
ously ever since to restore it to some- 
thing approaching its former glory. 
Much of the work in the house has 
been carried out by Wendy and me 
and it is a matter of some pride that 
‘More Place’ looks today very much as 
it did when purchased by us in 1981. 

We have, however, added that 
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gn of King James |, 1603-1625) carved oak fireplace at ‘More Place’. 


essential appurtenance, a motor- 
house, for the comfort and accommo- 
dation of the Phantom I and a number 
of other Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
motor cars. The cars live in air-condi- 
tioned comfort, while the owners en- 
dure the rigours of a cold, damp, 
draughty house in the variable weath- 
er that passes for a climate in south- 
ern England! Such is the stuff of true 
enthusiasm! i 


Photographs from the Author 
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42G!, our front cover car, being enjoyed by its long time owner David Davis and former Twenty owner Keith Ball on the 1999 Federal Rally in Canberra. The 
handsome tourer coachwork was built for David by Bob Molyneux of Sydney coachbuilding firm Diskon & Molyneux. Photograph by Jim Kelso (NS.W). 


BY DAVID DAVIS (NS.W) 


The 80th Anniversary of the intro- 
duction of the Twenty Horsepower in 
October 1922 is an appropriate time 
to review the service history of an 
early car over all those years. 

42G1, my own car since 1959, is 
perhaps appropriate as the records 
are fairly complete and it was the first 
Twenty to arrive in Australia. 

The chassis left the Derby factory 
on December 19th, 1922 and was 
shipped on ss Diogenes (its maiden 
voyage) from London to Sydney, arriv- 
ing in March 1923. Dalgetys had 
Smith & Waddington fit a box seat 
(body no. 1) to 42G1 and it was used 
as a trials car (demonstrator). Late in 
1923 Col. John Arnott bought the car 
and had Smith & Waddington fit a 
two-door four-seater saloon body 
(body no. 2). It was to be Mrs Arnott’s, 
however it became the family hack. 

New front springs were fitted to- 


gether with extra leaves in March 
1924. New brake ropes, starter Bendix 
drive and tappet covers were fitted to- 
gether with new battery box stays and 
warning plate later in that year. Col. 
Arnott also bought various tools and 
spares. During this time, the shutters 
and undertray were removed to re- 
duce overheating of the engine. 
During 1925 the only recorded prob- 
lem seemed to be a rattle from the 
dynamo drive, a problem I was to fur- 
ther address in the 1960s. 

Late in 1925, the car was involved 
with a stone wall and as a result, a 
new chassis frame was fitted together 
with new front axle, steering column 
and steering tubes. Smith & 
Waddington rebuilt the body into a 
four-door four-seater saloon (body no. 
3) the only major part of the previous 
body retained was the instrument 
board and the scuttle. 

1927 and 1928 seemed to be un- 
eventful however 1929 saw another 
serious accident, this time involving a 
steam wagon, and again a new chas- 
sis, steering tubes, a new lower half of 
the crankcase, off side engine guard, 
new bonnet hinges together with 21 
inch well-base wheels and _ front 


hydraulic shock absorbers were fitted. 
The body was repaired rather than 
altered. 

In 1932 the engine was overhauled, 
a new cylinder block being fitted. 

In 1936 a new top and bottom half 
of the crank case were fitted as appar- 
ently the rear legs were prone to break 
off as a result of the twisting of the 
chassis. 

It seems that Col. Arnott sold the 
car in 1937. However, shortly after, 
the body was modernized by rebuild- 
ing from the waist up (body no. 4). 
Again the original instrument board 
and scuttle was retained. I suspect 
that Properts carried out the work as 
it closely resembled another Twenty 
that Properts had rebodied. 

It was in this ugly guise that I 
bought the car in 1959. The records 
are silent on repairs during the inter- 
vening years. It would seem that the 
car was laid up in the open during the 
War but was pressed back into service 
with little or no service shortly there- 
after. It changed hands quite fre- 
quently including being raffled, which, 
perhaps says it all. When I bought it, 
it was worn out but was largely intact 
mechanically. 
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Within three weeks of acquisition, a 
piston broke which brought me to 
Bert Ward. He commenced a two year 
programme of mechanical overhaul 
followed by a complete engine rebuild 
in 1963. The block and head had to be 
repaired but even then Rolls-Royce 
did supply many new parts from 
stock. These parts arrived by air as a 
previous lot sent for 42G1 ended up in 
Brazil. for some reason. During 1961 
Bert decreed that the body was fin- 
ished and I fitted the remnants of a 
Smith & Waddington tourer (1924) 
still retaining the original instrument 
board and scuttle (body no. 5). Don 
Appleby decreed the tourer falling to 
pieces in 1965 (so much for my coach- 
building efforts) so Bob Molyneux (of 
Diskon & Molyneux ) built the present 
tourer body utilizing parts from the 
earlier bodies including the instru- 
ment board but not the scuttle (body 
no. 6). Bob had worked for Smith & 
Waddington during the 1920s and 
had actually worked on Rolls-Royce 
20 h.p. cars there, so his involvement 
was very appropriate. The colour 
scheme chosen was the car’s original 
scheme. 

Preventative maintenance was car- 
ried out over the intervening years in- 
cluding the fitting of a new first gear, 
(twice), (twice), 
clutch, rebuilt steering box (twice). By 
1996 the engine was certainly worn 
out and was scheduled for an over- 
haul. Shortly before the due date in 
June 1996 the car was involved in an- 
other serious accident this time re- 
sulting in the obstructing car ending 
up 15 cm narrower than designed. 
Unfortunately the impact bent the 
chassis of the Twenty which had to be 
largely dismantled in order to effect 
repairs. Brian McMillan carried out 
this task and refurbished the body- 
work including rebuilding the front 
mudguards, replating the brightwork 
except the radiator shutters which 
were painted black. In the meantime 
Ralph Appleby and Bob Murphy re- 
built the engine using now available 
new parts including cylinder block 
and head. 

In 1999 the rear axle was dis- 
mantled to attend to a serious oil leak. 
It was found that the original ratio of 
13 x 60 had been changed to 11 x 50, 
probably early on and I took the op- 
portunity to increase the ratio higher 
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42G! in 1937 with its 1925 Smith & Waddington saloon body, and without its radiator shutters, 


Photograph from Tom Clarke (U.K). 


to take advantage of the lighter body 
now fitted. The new ratio has made 
driving the car significantly easier, 
particularly regarding gear changing. 
The oil leak proved very difficult to 
remedy, however the problem was 
solved by copying the Silver Cloud/S1 
seal arrangement. 

42G]1 is now probably in as good a 
condition as it has ever been. It is cer- 
tainly almost as Sir Henry originally 
designed the model. The car has cov- 
ered a million miles, not that anyone 
believes it, but that does not alter the 
truth. It is unique in that it has been 


maintained by the Rolls-Royce agents 
for most of its life and in particular by 
the Applebys, Alf then Don and cur- 
rently Ralph, as well as Bert Ward who 
worked on it before the War, and who 
supervised its post-war mechanical 
overhaul. Indeed Alf and Bert collect- 
ed it from the wharf when it was un- 
loaded from ss Diogenes. 

I suspect that more than the price 
of ten Fords (the cost of a Twenty 
tourer in 1923) has been spent on 
maintenance over the 80 years of 
42G1’s life. Nevertheless, its survival and 
continuous service is remarkable. yf 


42G!, still sans radiator shutters but now with the saloon body ‘modernised’ from the waistline up and fitted 
with ‘pod’ mudguards. This work was carried out during or soon after 1937. It was in this guise that the 


writer acquired the car in 1959. 


BY GEORGE FORBES (VIC.) 


George Forbes is a life-long Rolls-Royce enthusiast. 
He owns several superlative cars from an early 
Silver Ghost to a Bentley Turbo R, which serves as 
daily transport, though the Twenty is his favourite. 
He is, of course, our immediate past Federal 
President. 


Thirty odd years of driving Rolls- 
Royce 20 h.p. motor cars has provided 
experiences of the strengths and 
shortcomings of these cars in every- 
day use, interstate and international 
environments. 

Three cars have provided the maj- 
ority of these experiences: 
¢ GOK74 as a Martin & King Saloon 
from1964 to 1971 and since 1991 
with Skiff coachwork by Roger Fry. 
¢ GYK47 Saloon-Limousine by Park 
Ward from 1968 to the present. 
¢ GUJ62 two-door Coupe with Dicky 
by Martin & King for a few intervening 
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years. 

Experience with two-wheel braked 
cars built before 1925 is extremely 
limited and so these notes relate sole- 
ly to four-wheel-braked models with 
the four-speed gearbox with the 
change lever located to the right-hand 
side of the driver. 

The most enduring impression 
from driving these cars over quite a 
long time is one of fun, and sensitivity 
to the delicacy of adjustment and con- 
trols of the chassis. 

To a rather impoverished student 
with little knowledge or experience of 
driving or maintaining a car, a Rolls- 
Royce seemed like a challenge. A fas- 
cination with the marque for as long 
as can be remembered resulted in the 
acquisition of GOK74 in 1964. From 
then, the Owner’s Handbook provided 
many hours of helpful instruction on 
the driving, care and maintenance of 
the 20 h.p. chassis. 

Apart from the rare excursion with 
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Photograph by the Editor 


lovely 1926 Twenty (GOK74) at the Coffs Harbour Federal Rally earlier this year. 


parents, the first few years involved 
practicing the instructions for starting 
and driving up and down the driveway 
of the family home. adjusting, lubri- 
cating and generally getting to know 
the car before I was permitted to drive 
on the road. 

Today, after decades of restoring, 
maintaining and driving, the adjust- 
ment and lubricating continue. 
Adjustments are much finer these 
days and provide great satisfaction in 
utilising a chassis of great design and 
performance for its period of manu- 
facture. 

Whereas a 40-50 h.p. chassis has 
such luxury of power that a driver 
rarely needs to consider the topo- 
graphy of the road ahead, a Twenty re- 
quires concentration and precision to 
achieve similar performance over 
longer distances. Around town, the 
Twenty is as refined and considerably 
more nimble with a far smaller turn- 
ing circle, better brakes, better steer- 
ing and an easy gear change. However, 
matching the larger cars on the open 
road requires maximising the areas in 
which the Twenty excels. 

The greater steering and handling 
precision can provide an advantage on 
twisty roads although hill-climbing 
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ability is limited. Careful attention to 
wheel balance, tyre condition and 
pressures and steering tube adjust- 
ment enhance this precision and per- 
mit more accurate apex selection and 
line control. 

As our Twenties are now predomi- 
nantly used to attend tours and out- 
ings of the Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club, 
20 h.p. Registers and the Twenty- 
Ghost Club, the driving impressions 
that follow relate to enjoyable touring 
with models of the marque and, in 
particular to cars produced prior to 
the Second World War. 

Our preparations generally relate to 
trips of between 400 and 4,000 kilo- 
metres although the tour of U.K. and 
Ireland involved some 5,000 km, trav- 
elled in four weeks. Compressions are 
generally the first test and if tappet 
adjustment fails to meet the figure, re- 
moval of cylinder head and a valve 
grind ensue. Exhaust systems suffer 
mainly around the manifold and 
engine pipe. Tyres are regularly re- 
placed and rotated with double thick- 
ness tubes used on non-spare wheels. 
Wheel balancing by adding or remov- 
ing lead washers at three positions on 
each wheel is carried out before each 
major tour. Full lubrication and fre- 
quent oil changes with minor services 
as per the Owners Handbook are es- 
sential. Cross and side steering tubes 
are adjusted annually with particular 
attention being given to alignment of 
the front wheels. 

Our cars carry a full compliment of 
original tools supplemented by a mod- 
ern hydraulic jack and a small kit of 
modern tools. A gallon of spare fuel is 
carried beneath the rear seat and 
under the front seat are spare coil, 
distributor cap, spark 
plugs and fan belt. 

Twenties have some limitations in 


condenser, 


running at constantly higher speeds, 
which must be respected. The most 
important is a combination of crank- 
shaft harmonics and relatively small 
big-end journals. Bearing failure may 
be occasioned by engine revolutions 
exceeding 3,000 r.p.m., blocked oil 
galleries in the crankshaft, oil surge 
not noticed when cornering or brak- 
ing, and by the white metal bearings 
breaking up because of previous wear 
or abuse. 

Wheel and tyre problems are com- 
mon to any car although a Twenty 
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with incorrectly balanced or aligned 
wheels can result in severe wheel 
wobble, which can be disconcerting at 
least. Punctures are always a hazard 
although the use of double sinned 
tubes can almost eliminate ine dread- 
ed flat tyre. 

Fuel blockages occur if the filters in 
the tank, vacuum tank and carb- 
uretter are not regularly cleaned. Our 
recent return from Coffs Harbour was 
very frustrating until we located a 
blockage at the inlet filter of the 
Autovac. 

Fuel starvation is generally caused 
by an over-optimistic driver attempt- 
ing to gain an advantage over a Ghost 
or Phantom and running out of petrol. 
Twenties before 1927 had no reserve, 
no warning light and, to check the 
level of fuel, one has to alight and 
check the gauge located on the tank. A 
well tuned Twenty will regularly re- 
turn 20 m.p.g. and with a 14 gallon 
tank provides a decent range. 

Apart from the later Phantoms with 
their 27 gallon tank, the Twenty holds 
quite a fuel advantage. The larger cars 
take longer to fill and restart, use al- 
most twice as much fuel and require 
refilling much more often. Consider- 
able touring advantage may be gained 


A particularly fine example of the late Twenty, GKM60, owned by David 
& Diana Jones (Vic), The limousine coachwork was built on the new 
chassis by the coachbuilder then most in favour with the Company, 
Barker & Co. GKM60 is a 1928 ‘M' series chassis. The following ‘NA’ 
series saw the introduction of vertical radiator shutters which carried 
through to the end of 20 h.p. production in 1929 and into the succeed- 
ing 20/25 model, the earliest examples of which were difficult to distin- 
guish from a very late Twenty. In 1999 GKM60 and GOK7/4 (opposite 
page) were awarded Ist and 2nd place respectively in the 20 h.p. Class 
at the R.RE.C. Annual Rally in England. Photograph 
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by not running out. However, it hap- 
pens fairly regularly! 

A well fettled Twenty with light 
coachwork and one of the taller rear 
axle ratios can cruise comfortably at 
100 km/h. Hills tend to slow things 
down somewinat but often the better 
handling will compensate. At the limit 
of adhesion a Twenty will drift with all 
four wheels without drama. Rear end 
steer, or ‘side shuck’ as described by 
The Hon. C.S. Rolls in relation to the 
40-50 Ghosts, is not experienced in a 
Twenty unless the rear springs and 
shackles are badly worn. 

Brakes, when correctly adjusted 
are excellent — unfortunately some- 
times too good for the control of oil in 
the sump with the dreaded surge 
resulting. 

Control of throttle and ignition tim- 
ing is accomplished with beautifully 
made, fine controls located on a quad- 
rant at the top of the steering column. 
Fuel mixture and radiator shutters 
are controlled from the dashboard. 
The clutch is not too heavy in action 
and quite smooth when correctly ad- 
justed. 

I hope these impressions may 
encourage enthusiasts of the marque 


to try a Twenty. a 


The Author's 1923 Twenty (75A8) as shown in the 1924 Waring Bros sales catalogue. It was last reg- 
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istered in 1953, Photograph from the collection of lan Irwin (A.C.1). 


The Twenty 


Some history of the model and notes on 
restoring 1923 Twenty chassis 7/5A8, Works 
Erection No. 334, Engine No. G434 


By Bob Clarke (A.C.T,) 


Bob Clarke owns no fewer than four 20 hp. 
cars, as well as a Silver Shadow. His knowi- 
edge of the Australian domiciled Twenties 
and their histories is well known. Bob is also 
the Club’s 20 h.p. Registrar. 


It is difficult to write anything new 
about the Twenty. John Fasal’s book 
The Rolls-Royce Twenty tells it all and 
it is required reading for anyone own- 
ing or contemplating acquiring one. 

The Twenty when put into produc- 
tion in late 1922 with single cast iron 
cylinder head and cylinder block, was 
of a very ‘modern’ design consisting of 
overhead valves operated by push- 
rods. The 3-speed centre change gear- 
box was connected to the engine and 
operated through a_ single plate 
clutch. This formula became the norm 
for mass-produced cars after World 
War 2 up to the mid-1980s when 
overhead cams and/or front wheel 
drive came into fashion. 

The omission of front wheel brakes 
was the only shortcoming against its 
competitors; this was rectified in mid- 
1925 when a heavily revised chassis 
was produced. The factory name for 
the 2-wheel brake production chassis 
was Goshawk 2 (shortened to GII on 
the chassis erection cards with the 4- 
wheel brake chassis being known dur- 
ing the design stage as ‘India’. 


The original chassis number was 
stamped on the front and/or rear 
dumb-iron and became known as the 
Works Erection Number. The chassis 
number as shown on the chassis plate 
appears to have been fitted retro- 
spectively to the first batches of 
chassis as the original chassis num- 
ber is crossed out on the Chassis 
Erection Cards. When the chassis 
came ‘off test’ its chronological num- 
ber was noted and probably this could 
be construed as the date of manufac- 
ture and age of the chassis. 

A new series of part numbers was 
commenced for the Twenty, commenc- 
ing at F50000 (chassis side member) 
and went through into the 55000 
series. These numbers were prefixed 
with ‘F’ for Frame parts, ‘D’ for electri- 
cal parts, ‘G’ for gearbox and ‘E’ for 
engine parts. New Phantom part num- 
bers are 70000 series and PII appear 
to be 80000 series. Of course, the 
Twenty being so good, parts from the 
model were migrated to the larger 
40/50 chassis, the major example 
being the distributor mechanism. 

I became interested in the Twenty 
in 1972 after seeing Laurie Stewart's 
GH32 Park Ward saloon. This was the 
first complete car to arrive in Sydney 
in 1924. Bert Ward stated that it was 
the first to arrive with the square 
edged radiator and nickel shutters. 
Previously, the Twenty was supplied 


PRA-CLARVM 


with a round edge radiator and steel 
(tabbed) shutters which were painted 
black. Some 1923 cars have been 
retrospectively fitted with nickel shut- 
ters — as shown on the front dust- 
cover of John Fasal’s book. 

It is interesting to note that Rolls- 
Royce were superstitious, with the 
number 13 not being used in their 
chassis numbers. It is therefore un- 
usual that the 2-wb Twenty has 13 
shutters! This was rectified (with 14 
shutters) in the 4-wheel braked chas- 
sis when the shutters were enclosed 
within in the radiator surround. 
There are known to be a couple of 
1928 chassis with 15 horizontal shut- 
ters (with 1.5 in. higher radiator and 
1.5 pn. higher firewall. GBM16, which 
I now own, is one of these and another 
is noted in Fasal’s tome. 


75A8 Restoration 


75A8 was delivered as a chassis to 
Melbourne via ss Euripodes in 1923 
(chassis 77A5 was also aboard). 

Waring Bros fitted a roadster body 
with detachable hardtop. Prior to de- 
livery, it was photographed by them 
and the photo used in their 1924 cat- 
alogue (above). It was then delivered to 
Lewis Hurst of Geelong Mills. 

After serving many masters, it was 
last registered in Victoria in October 
1953. The remains of the registration 
sticker are still evident on the wind- 
screen. It was then used on the farm, 
the dickey seat being removed and 
body modified as a tray back utility. It 
finally succumbed to neglect and the 
engine was dismantled with a cracked 
cylinder head in the 1960s. It finally 
became available off a farm at 
Kyneton through a deceased McHardy 
estate sale in 1968. The new owner, 
Harold Spencer of Melbourne, photo- 
graphed it after removing the paint in 


75A8 as a utility, 1968, 
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1969. 
It was then sold to Jeffery Harrison 
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of Lilydale, Victoria, thence to Graham 
Snape of Deniliquin, N.S.W. in 1974 
(note the ‘set’ in the rear springs), 
thence David Holyoake of Camden, 
N.S.W. in 1980, thence Alan Morton in 
1984 of Lugarno, Sydney. Each owner 
appears to have dismantled it a little 
more until it was completely disman- 
tled by 1995. Each time it was sold, 
pieces appear to have been lost. 

I acquired the remains of it in 1999. 
Here it is shown coming home, with 
the chassis rails across the top of the 
trailer. 

Restoration commenced immedi- 
ately, as well as chasing up all over 
Australia for replacements for the 
missing parts. 

I have so far spent 1,500 hours on 
it and I consider I am half way there. 
Most parts have been found, some of 
the advance/retard linkages attached 
to the crankcase have yet to be ob- 
tained. Some of the major items miss- 
ing were speedometer, klaxon, 
head/side/dash/tail lights, exhaust 


Above: Christmas 1998 — bringing it home. 


Right 75A8 in 2002 as a rolling chassis, the 
Author at the wheel. 


and inlet manifolds, pistons/connect- 
ing rods, differential torsion rod, 
starter pedal, shock absorbers and 
rear spring pickups. 

It is now up to retimbering and re- 
fitting frame to chassis. 

As I am attempting to do most of 
the restoration myself, there is still a 
solid two years of work to finish it. yo 


Ch gE eee 


a 


Twenty Horsepower 


| agreed to be the inaugural Registrar 
as | had collected/collated a substantial 
amount of information on the Australian 
Twenties and also on age and authenticity 
over the last 30 years. | have kept a low 
profile over the last year while trying to 
gauge what direction/interests Twenty 
enthusiasts wished to follow. | have 
spoken, via email, to the R.R.E.C. 20 h.p. 
Registrar Keith Jay and to its editor Ben 
Grew. 

| see the réle of the Registrar as keep- 
ing the information current on each car 
and owner in Australia, collecting inform- 
ation/photographs of the cars, histories 
and changes to them (mechanical and 
coachwork) and obtaining technical 
information/advice for keeping in, and/or 
returning these vehicles to, pristine 
order. 

During the last year | have only man- 
aged to meet most of the 20 h.p. owners 
in Brisbane and have managed to attend 
and introduce myself at one meeting of 
the N.S.W. Branch, although in the previ- 


ous two years | did visit quite a number 
of owners whilst checking accuracy and 
details for Tom Clarke’s/David Neely’s 
book Rolls-Royce and Bentley in the 
Sunburnt Country. | have a database of all 
known Twenties in Australia, as well as a 
hard copy with articles and photographs 
(in loose-leaf form) for each in chrono- 
logical, chassis number order. 

As | am more technically/mechanically 
minded rather than socially minded, | 
would like to thank George Forbes for 
organising, undertaking, and writing up a 
very successful inaugural Register Rally. 

A meeting of Twenty owner/enthus- 
iasts was held at the Coffs Harbour 
Federal Rally on the Friday afternoon. | 
regret that | was unable to contact all the 
20 h.p. owners who were at the Rally. 

Present were George Forbes, Martin 
McCarthy, David Davis, Sue & Greg 
Dunstan, Brian Jenkins, George Santoro 
and myself with an apology from David 
Jones. 

| tried to show progress made with 
my database of 20 h.p. cars — the ‘front 
end’ of the database is still to be done. 

Issues and concerns brought up in- 


cluded: communication; history of each 


car; current ownership of all cars; dis- 
semination of information; privacy; 
restoration (methods, parts reclamation, 
parts availability, restorers); use; maint- 
enance (minor and major); spare parts; 
Judging (participation, standards); and 
Federal Rally (content and location). 


Future events 

David Davis has offered to organise 
next year’s Twenty Register Rally at 
Wagga Wagga, N.S.W. on the weekend 
March 23rd - 24th, 2003. Because of the 
small number of Twenties in Australia, it 
is very difficult to cater for the varied 
interests of owners. It is proposed to 
include a local drive and a seminar on 
maintenance and technical matters. 


P.S. 
| have been quite busy over the last 
two years restoring the 1923 Waring 
Bros roadster, chassis 75A8, seen in the 
article and photographs on the opposite 
page. After 1,500 hours of work, it is 
finally a rolling chassis. 
Bob Clarke 
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Silver Shadow, Bentley T and Derivatives 


Technical Day at Rolls-Royce & Bentley 
of Sydney and Caltex Oil Refinery, 
Kurnell — Saturday July 27th 


A busy Register Technical Day held o 
July 27th, 2002 commenced with John 
Begg welcoming the 46 members and 
their guests, in particular the large num- 
ber of inter-state, country and younger 
participants, to the meeting at the Rolls- 
Royce & Bentley of Sydney showroom 
and workshops at Five Dock. 

Managing Director Brian McMillan 
headed up the presentations providing 
details of the facilities, followed by an 
overview based on his long experience 
with car care and maintenance, including 
corrosion prevention, paintwork identifi- 
cation and stone chip repair, and prob- 
lems of lead wipe fractures. Brian also 
touched on leather, carpet and rubber 
component care which was of interest, 
finishing with updated details of Crewe 
Genuine Parts supply and Bentley Motors 
Ltd parts pricing policy to meet the mar- 
ket. 

The Bentley team, were in attendance 
including Peter Vincin (Service Manager), 
Alan Gardner (Service Manager), Ken 
Boxall (Body Shop Manager) and Tom 
Small (Crewe Genuine Parts Manager) 
who escorted the group through the well 
appointed workshops and responded to 
many questions. 

Time restraints brought the session to 
an end, and along with members who had 
visited this facility for the first time, we 
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Peter Vincin, Service Director explaining services being offered by his division. 


were impressed and extend our thanks 
to Brian McMillan for a great informative 
morning. 

We then traveled to the Caltex 
Refinery at Kurnell, where |8 of the cars 
were positioned for photographs, to 
be featured in future Caltex company 
magazine. Michael O'Sullivan, Caltex 
Business Improvement Manager, co- 
ordinated the visit and we were given an 
overview of the Refinery’s origin and 
from construction in 1950, and we were 
briefed on the Refinery’s oil supply, re- 
fined products and that oil products are 
transferred by underground pipelines in- 
cluding to Banks Meadows and New- 
castle. 

Greg Engler, Australian Fuel Specif- 
ication Consultant, gave a most interest- 
ing presentation on fuel characteristics 
including volatility, driveability, and fore- 
cast on availability of lead replacement 
petrol until 2004 and the work still to be 
done in fuel characteristics. However we 
were given guidance on_ petrol 
suitability when selecting fuel for our 
cars, and understand a further presenta- 
tion planned at a N.S.W. Branch monthly 
meeting. On completion of the presenta- 
tions an interesting guided tour by bus of 
the Refinery accomplished and later a 
Certificate of Appreciation presented to 
Caltex Representatives and by our 
Registrar John Begg, and a vote of thanks 
to John for organising a very informative 
technical event. 

The photographs are by courtesy of 


John Begg (right) presenting to Brian McMillan the 
Register Certificate of Appreciation for his support 
and help. 


ky.do@kdimaging.com.au -— website 
http://www.kdimaging.com.au 


Stuart Ridland (N.S.W.) 
My Way 


Under this heading | am inviting fellow 
members to share their technical experi- 
ences, which be of an “educational and/or 
entertainment” nature. Our first offering 
is from long time R.R.O.C.A. member Bill 
Coburn who writes: 

The illustrious Registrar for Silver 
Shadows has asked me to add some tech- 
nical information to his notes. Even 
though | have never owned one of these 
splendid cars | have been dragged kicking 
into their midst usually in a brave attempt 
to fix a recalcitrant example. 

Your Registrar cautioned me against 
getting too detailed in these notes. What 
| will attempt to do is give the reader an 
insight into the various mechanisms of 
the car and possibly some idea of the re- 
pair task should this be necessary. If you 
decide to fix the problem yourself — you 
have only to ask otherwise, you should 
be in a better position to tell the repair- 
er what appears to be wrong and have 
some idea of the cost of the job. 


Starting Out 

Since | anticipate that John Begg will 
ask me to do this again it may be as well 
to ensure that you as an owner have a 
reasonable grasp of the basics, so if you 
will indulge me can | expect you to have 
the following skills? — Find the dipstick 
and check the oil level. 

Car level, engine off and settled for 
some time if possible. Best done before 
car first used in the day. Level between 


5-02 


Min. and Max. Add oil to the filler pipe 
marked ‘OIL’! 


Check coolant level 

Of course you know where the ‘radi- 
ator cap’ is! Fill it up, check that cap is 
not chipped on the underface (must have 
happened when | dropped it!) otherwise 
it won't seal. If lots of water is needed, 
worry, if water looks like the output of an 
active cesspit, change it. 


Check power steering oil level 

Find the pump and admire the funny 
dipstick under the lid with printing on it. 
Read it. Uses transmission oil or now 
Castrol have half-litre bottles especially 
for the little maw. Do not allow this 
pump to run dry, as it will make very ex- 
pensive noises. 


Check hydraulic reservoirs 

That beautiful cadmium plated tank to 
the left rear of the engine compartment 
should have two clear sight glasses on the 
side through which you can check the 
level of the fluid. If they look as though 
somebody has smoking their 
hookah through them, seek advice or ask 
Superman to use his X-ray vision on 


been 


them. If they run out of oil you should be 
well versed in the latest Order of Prayer! 

Assuming you can see the oil level, fol- 
low the instructions on the lid and adjust 
the levels accordingly. Do not overfill nor 
spill the brake fluid (Castrol RR.363 
only), as the stuff is one of the better 
paint strippers known to man! 


Check the transmission oil level 

The dipstick is to the right rear of the 
engine and unlike the engine needs a 
spot-on oil level. Check it when the 
transmission is hot and the car level and 
try not to burn yourself. Transmission oil 
when fully warmed up is hotter than boil- 
ing water and can reach 200°C! 

Best get an assistant. Apply handbrake 
very firmly. Have engine running and foot 
on brake. Practice pulling dipstick out and 
putting it back. Pull dipstick out and wipe 
it clean. Have assistant move gear selec- 
tor through all ranges and finish in ‘Park’ 
(‘N’ on four-speed cars). Immediately 
plunge dipstick into tube and immediate- 
ly withdraw it and read level. Add oil 
judiciously to bring it to full. A long 
nozzle funnel is a great help. If you over- 
fill the transmission the excess must be 
removed. Get yourself about a metre of 
*/ie” clear plastic tube from your friendly 
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Ken Boxall, Body Shop Manager, explaining some finer points with Stewart Begg and Bob Boscoe. 


hardware shop. With engine stopped, 
push tubing down the filler tube. Some oil 
will run up the tube. Block top end of 
plastic tube with your thumb and remove 
tube. Drain and repeat process until you 
have extracted enough to bring the oil 
level back to where it should be. 

“Well” | hear you say, “thank you for 
that patronising explanation!!””. | do apol- 
ogise but | have friends with these cars 
who have barely passed “Door Opening 
| & 2” and are still studying for “Bonnet 
Opening |” !!! 


Things that go Whirr Somewhere 

And | am talking about the heating and 
air conditioning system. Silver Shadow I! 
owners stop reading as all this is done for 
you automatically! 

In the good old days you got heat in a 
Silver Dawn by flinging the bonnet up and 
burning your fingers while you turned on 


a tap that let the radiator coolant flow 
through a heat exchanger under the front 
passenger’s seat. Several things could 
happen. The tap would jam through lack 
of use, the hoses to the heater burst, the 
heater core leaked and finally the fan re- 
fused to blow or made a noise like a chaff 
cutter slicing up bobby pins which is what 
it was often doing. 

The Silver Cloud saved the driver 
some of these traumas by using a vacuum 
bellows to open the water tap. The suc- 
tion from the intake manifold, when un- 
leashed by the driver from inside the car 
pulled a plunger out of the hole and let 
the water through. That worked well 
until you went up a long hill with lots of 
throttle. As you know, low speed, wide 
throttle gives little vacuum and lo the 
passengers start grizzling about the car 
being cold. The other foible is that people 
don’t flush their cars’ cooling systems 


Brian McMillan sharing his knowledge on Body, maintenance with (left to right) Bob Boscoe, Geoff Boscoe, 
Bill Coburn, Eric Hart, Lloyd Missen, David Gore and John Hiscox. 


Certificate of Appreciation to Michael O'Sullivan, 
Business Development Manager, Caltex. 


properly and things clog up. This vacuum 
tap is a prime candidate for that condi- 
tion! Another minor problem was the 
effect of ‘opening’ a vacuum control that 
could cause a slight shudder in an idling 
engine due to the temporary change of 
mixture. The Factory probably did not 
like this. The vacuum ‘actuator’ was also 
used for opening flaps around the car to 
direct air and it is of interest that these 
mechanisms were used on long wheel 
base Silver Clouds, the Phantom V & VI 
and most coachbuilt cars probably be- 
cause they are quick to operate and are 
virtually silent. Dignitaries in rear seats 
get nervous when unidentified whirring 
starts near their lower torso! 

The Silver Cloud Il & Ill sported the 
first electric sector motors or actuators 
which are the things that whirr and often 
squeal alarmingly when you start fiddling 
with the heater controls. But they do 
have the advantage that they stay where 
they are put when the power is switched 
off and unlike the vacuum motor can be 
made to open in stages rather than be 
either open or shut. 

And so we come to the Silver Shadow 
and the introduction of split level air- 
conditioning although this could be 
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SelEGHORMOfethe cars jMpoto- 
graphed with the Caltex 
Refinery in the background: 


Photographs from ky.do@kdimaging.com.au 
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achieved in a primitive way in the earlier 
Silver Cloud series. To achieve this re- 
quired a motor to turn the water on and 
off, a motor to operate a flap that con- 
trols the amount of air coming out of the 
system and one to operate the temper- 
ature flap that mixes ambient air with 
heated air. And there are two systems 
upper and lower, so that’s five motors so 
far. Then there is a flap to control the air 
coming out at foot level, another to look 
after the demisting and a flap either side 
under the dashboard to recirculate air — 
that’s nine so far. Oh, and there is one to 
meter out the air conditioning gas if it 
hasn’t been thrown away — the meter 
not the gas! So let’s talk about how the 
knobs and switches controlling the heat- 
ing and air conditioning in the Shadow ‘I’ 
cars and find out where to look for things 
that go whirr but are doing nothing! 

If you are going to check the whole 
system, the first place to start is the 
blowers. The central sliding control is a 
bit of pure Roycery assuming you don’t 
have a very early car (pre-6000) with no 
centre console. The slide actually oper- 
ates a finger like lever that progressively 
depresses microswitches underneath it 
to achieve the speed change. With the 
ignition on and the engine off, move the 
slide from top to bottom slowly and lis- 
ten to the blowers. They should go 
through four distinct speeds. Then check 
that each motor is doing the same thing. 
It is at this point that you find that having 
not replaced the scuttle vent filter, you 
have half a gum tree stuck in the ducting 
resulting in a jammed blower or one 
emulating a Gatling gun. Each motor 
assembly is held in with three 2BA nuts 
and can be easily extracted. When con- 
necting them up make sure you get the 
wires around the right way lest the 
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assembly sucks instead of blows! Should 
you have a faulty switch assembly, relax, 
the individual microswitches are readily 
available locally. 

Assuming we are getting plenty of 
blow, the next check is in the heat de- 
partment. The hot water tap snuggles 
down under the hydraulic reservoir in 
the crotch formed by the back of the left 
front mudguard and the bulkhead. The 
tap is your good old garden variety 
English car fitting found in your Morris, 
etc. and operated by a push/pull cable. 
The tap spindle only turns about 120 de- 
grees from full open to shut. With little 
or no use the taps can jam shut and rect- 
ification can be difficult. Anyway, to test 
turn either or both of your nice chrome 
function switches clockwise with the igni- 
tion on and the little black sector motor 
should whirr and scream turning its lever 
around to open and close the tap. If it 
doesn’t, disconnect the link from the 
motor to the tap and try again. (All this 
assumes you have checked the fuse, eh!). 
Still no movement, get yourself a test 
light (a couple of dollars at the local Auto 
Pro), unplug the wiring from the motor 
and go looking for some current in the 
plug. Meanwhile, if you have been freez- 
ing and want heat, try opening the tap 
and leave it that way until Spring. If you 
are fed up with getting a face full of hot 
air, close the thing and lock it there. Best 
| stop there and talk about the upper 
system next time. 

Bill Coburn (N.S.W.) 


Coming Events 


Please ‘phone or Email the details to 
either Doug Brown (Bookings Manager!) 
or myself at your earliest convenience. 


November 30th 

SHD Seminar —- Preventative maint- 
enance plus a demonstration of 12,000 
miles/20,000 kilometers service or the 
ANNUAL service. 


2003 dates for your diary: 


March 8t — SHD Seminar 


April 4th-6th — Federal Rally, York W.A., 
TD Seminar 


June — Weekend TD Seminar 
john Begg, 
Registrar 


Phone/Fax 02-9580 1666 or email: 
shadow@register.rroc.org.au 
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Silver Spirit, Bentley Mulsanne and Derivatives 


Register Weekend, August 23rd — 25th, 
Merimbula, N.S.W. 


This was the second annual event that 
the “Spirit, Mulsanne and Related Types” 
(SMART) Register has held. The first one 
was held at Echuca in August last year 
and was a huge success. This weekend 
was equally successful. 

The weekend started for Paul and | on 
the Friday with four of the Victorian cars, 
and their occupants, travelling in convoy 
from Melbourne to Merimbula, stopping 
for morning tea and lunch together. The 
members in our group were Victor 
Steiner and daughter Zoe, John & 
Marjorie Wilson, John & Zena Peart, and 
Bob & Sadie Glass with Robert & Theresa 
Chapman. 

We had an excellent run to Merimbula 
and arrived about 5.30 p.m. at the Black 
Dolphin Motel in time for a quick rest 
and freshen up in time for dinner. We 
met up with the other Victorian and 
Interstate members as they arrived. It 
was lovely to make our re-acquaintance 
with Max Roberts (N.S.W.) and Anne 
Frame, and Dick & Joy Donnelley 
(N.S.W.). New participants in the 
SMART weekend meetings were Bill 
Coburn and Peter Chan (N.S.W.), 
Douglas Bindon-Howell (A.C.T.) and 
Grace Peleg, Noel & Robyn Kennedy 
(Qld.), Ken Glover (A.C.T.) and his sister 
Ann Ellis, and the following members 
from Victoria: Chris & Patricia Lenehan 
with John Harriman and Kate Stock, John 
& Zena Peart, and Bob & Sadie Glass. It 
was great to meet you all and hope you 
can come next year. 

Upon arrival, Robin & Gita Hickman, 
the organisers, presented each couple 
with with a set of maps and instructions 
for the weekend plus an envelope, inside 
of which were ‘Multi-purpose Bar vouch- 
ers’ in the form of $30 cash! Instead of 
claiming expenses organising the week- 
end for us (which they should have — 
Robin and Gita would have been out-of- 
pocket by quite a few hundred dollars) 
they decided to hand us back the extra 
we had paid after the accounts had been 
settled. It was extremely generous of 
them. 

Dinner was held in the motel dining 
room at 7.30 p.m. It was great to be able 
to walk to dinner and not have to worry 
about getting the car out again. We had 


a most enjoyable and filling four-course 
dinner, served at two long tables. This 
was the start of a weekend of non-stop 
eating! | think most of us retired reason- 
ably early after our long drive. 

The next morning, Saturday, we had a 
lovely cooked buffet breakfast with cere- 
al and fruit, eggs, bacon, baked beans, 
eggs and sausages, toast and marmalade, 
and tea and coffee. We met up at 9.30 
a.m. for a leisurely drive out to our first 
venue for the day, the historic Kameruka 
Estate, at Candelo. 

This Estate came into existence in 
1834 when the Imlay brothers from Eden 
travelled inland and acquired a local graz- 
ing run of approximately 400,000 acres. 
The property went through a number of 
owners, including the famous Tooth fam- 
ily of Sydney brewing fame. Today the 
Estate is owned by a Mr Frank Foster! 
One of the owners, Robert Lucas-Tooth, 
built a village on the Estate for his work- 
ers, including a church, three cheese fac- 
tories, a clock tower, village store, 
butcher’s shop, dairies and some thirty 
houses for the employees as well as a 
school, golf course, and a cricket oval. 
This was in the 1860s. Many of the build- 
ings and facilities are still present. Its peak 
cheese production was 1,000 tons of 
Cheddar cheese. 

Today the Estate has two dairies, one 
milking 400-500 Friesian cattle and the 
Kameruka Stud farm, which milks 200 
Jerseys for a total milk production of four 


million litres of milk per year. The Estate 
also runs 7,000 merino sheep and has a 
staff of ten. 

Upon arrival we were met by our 
lovely hosts, Frank and Odile Foster. 
Frank gave a brief talk on the history of 
the property and then we were invited 
up to the homestead for morning tea (as 
if we needed it!). However, when we 
saw the delicious spread laid out for us 
we managed to fit in some scones, cake 
and biscuits. We were then free to wan- 
der the estate and look at what remained 
of the original buildings of the village. 
Frank then took us on a guided tour of 
the property in our cars. We stopped at 
Doolin’s stone, which is the only memor- 
ial to an aborigine in N.S.W., which says a 
lot for the owners of the property at the 
time. Robert Tooth erected it in remem- 
brance to Doolin, known as ‘Tommy the 
Huntsman’. He was the Whip of the 
Hounds when the Walker brothers 
owned the Estate. 

While we were stopped here John 
Wilson noticed that one of his low level 
brake lights had come on, so Paul Stokes 
scrambled underneath the Camargue and 
noticed brake fluid all over the right hand 
side front suspension. Like all Silver 
Spirits and Silver Shadows the car has 
two independent braking systems, so 
John was able to keep driving the car 
safely, if somewhat apprehensively! His 
mind started working overtime as to how 
this problem was going to be rectified! 

After our tour some of us stopped off 
at the house once again and had another 
chat to the owners, Frank & Odile, and at 


Victona Branch cars at the historic Kameruka Estate, Candelo, N.S.W, with Robin & Gita Hickman’s 
1986 Bentley Mulsanne (BSG!4678) nearest the camera, then Paul & Marilyn Stokes’s 198! Silver 


Spirit (ASBO2636) and John & Zena Peart's 19 


85 Silver Spirit (ASF 12 
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the same time continued to admire the 
magnificent surroundings. We noticed 
how terribly dry all the area was, looking 
more like it should in mid-summer and 
not mid-winter. 

Victor Steiner offered to let Frank 
drive his Bentley Mulsanne around the 
property and then on the open road, 
which | am sure Frank enjoyed. 

We then drove back to Merimbula for 
a quick (and small!) bite for lunch. While 
here Paul and | saw Robert Chapman and 
explained John’s problem. Robert had 
plenty of disintegrated brake hoses to 
show us later on at the technical talk, but 
did not have any new ones. We knew we 
oe 5 é R would never get a suitable one in 
Victor Steiner (Vic.) and daughter Zoe with Victor's 1987 Bentley Mulsanne (BSH2 1860). The 7 inch round Merimbula. Since there was nothing we 
headlamps were introduced on 1989 Model Year Bentleys, though some cars have been retro-fitted, could do about it at the time we just had 
to continue on with the day’s pro- 


gramme. 

We met back at the motel for a 1.45 
p.m. departure to the Sapphire Coast 
Historic Vehicle Club in South Pambula, 
which took about 15 minutes. Upon our 
arrival we were greeted by the very en- 
thusiastic members of the Club. They had 
turned out in force to greet us with their 
vehicles. They have a marvellous set-up 
which they built themselves, with a work- 
shop of generous proportions, including a 
hoist (“Thank goodness” thought John 
Wilson!), a meeting room, a kitchen, 
toilets, and a car storage room. They 
raised the money themselves, mainly by 
catering for a horse riding company that 
held overnight rides, as well as other 
fund-raising functions. They were work- 
ing on a body-off restoration of a mem- 
ber’s Triumph TR3A while we were 
visiting. They work on each other’s cars 
one at a time. 

As soon as we arrived we explained 
John’s predicament and the Camargue 
was put on the hoist straight away. 

Robert Chapman (God bless him!) 
was first on the scene and wriggled his 
arm up to the return hose and took it off 
as it was obviously the cause of the oil 
leak. Upon examination of the hose, 
Robert decided that the hose clamp had 
worked loose, and if we could get anoth- 
er one, then the problem could be tem- 
porarily rectified. The Club members 
scoured through their drawers and 
someone found one of the right size! 
How lucky can you be, John! Robert got 
his arms and hands filthy again putting on 
the new hose clamp and bingo, fixed! 
Next we needed some mineral oil. Any 
self-respecting Silver Spirit (and related 


CY BAS RE : 
Victoria Branch members Sadie & Bob Glass (left) and Robert & Theresa Chapman and the Glasses’ 199} 
Bentley Mulsanne S$ (BSM36280). 


Ken Glover (A.C) and his sister Ann Ellis with Ken’s 1983 Silver Spur (ANDO6901). Note the Corniche- 
pattern stainless steel wheel-trims and ‘Everflex’ roof covering normally fitted to this long wheelbase model. 
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types) owner carries his or her own sup- SMART REGISTER WEEKEND 
ply of mineral oil and offers came from Participants and cars 
everywhere: “Here, have mine”, “Look, 
I've got two — have one of mine”, etc. Noel & Janis BAKER ic. 1981 Silver Spirit ASB02636 
This was soon put into John’s car and he Angelo BAKER, Brent BAKER 
was back in business. Robert took it for a Doug BINDON-HOWELL AGsilh 1985 Silver Spirit ASF13853 
test run to make sure everything was & Grace PALEG 
O.K., which it was. Peter CHAN 
After this drama, we were able to set- Bill COBURN 
tle down and listen to Bill Coburn’s tech- Dick & Joy DONNELLEY 1986 Silver Spirit ASG15800 
nical presentation called ‘Keeping Your Desmond & Robin FERRIS 
Spirits Up’. Although specifically directed Bob & Sadie GLASS ic. 1991 Bentley Mulsanne S  BSM36280 
to owners of Silver Spirits and deriva: Ken GLOVER & Ann ELLIS 1983 Silver Spur AND06901 
tives, the content could apply to any John HARRIMAN 
make and any model of car really, be- & Kate STOCK 
gaa ie gna ai Robin & Gita HICKMAN ic. 1986 Bentley Mulsanne  BSG14678 
rt ‘ Noel & Robyn KENNEDY ; 1983 Silver Spirit ASC06556 
condition. It was a very timely reminder ; 4.4 ‘ * 
of the basic things to remember to check Chris & Patricia LENEHAN : 1982 Silver Spirit ASC05007 
on the vehicle on a regular basis. He John & Zena PEART ic. 1985 Silver Spirit ASF 12484 
went through the following systems: fuel, Max ROBERTS 1990 Bentley Eight BEL32279 
air, oil, and coolant, followed by tyres, & Anne FRAME 
noises, the ‘feel’ of the car, underbonnet Victor STEINER ic. 1987 Bentley Mulsanne BSH21860 
inspections, starting up and_ brakes. Zoe STEINER 
Thank you very much, Bill. Paul & Marilyn STOKES ic. 1981 Silver Spirit ASB02636 
Following Bill's interesting and John & Marjorie WILSON ic. 1984 Camargue AJE08943 


humourous talk, Robert Chapman gave a 
demonstration of a two-piece brake disc 
which overcomes the problem of the 
discs coming loose from the hubs caused 
by excessive corrosion. Robert has been 
able to manufacture these (to all the cor- 
rect design specifications) at a substantial 
price saving over the genuine discs. 
Actually, brakes seemed to be the 
theme of the weekend. John Wilson’s 
was the most dramatic failure, but Chris 
Lenehan was experiencing problems with 
one of his brake warning lights coming 
on, and Paul and | had the number one 
pressure warning light coming on in our 
Silver Spirit on the way home after start- 
ing the car up again when it was warm. A 1985 Silver Spirit (ASF13853) owned by Doug Bindon-Howell (A.C.T). 


timely warning. Brake hoses (as with any 
rubber hose) deteriorate with use and 
age and most of our cars are getting to 


Noel & Robyn Kennedy (QId.) and their 1983 Silver Spirit (ASCO6556), sporting updated wheel-trims of 
the type that first appeared on the 1986 Model Year Silver Spur and Comiche models 


the age (20 years plus) when we should 
think about replacing them as a precau- 
tion, rather than be stuck in the middle of 
the countryside for want of a hose. 
After the talk we then had afternoon 
tea. Thank you to Gita and Robin 
Hickman who had brought the cakes etc. 
to eat, and to the Club for providing the 
tea and coffee and facilities for us. During 
the tea break the members of the Club 
sold us raffle tickets to raise more funds 
for their Club, which we thought was a 
good idea. After all, if they can’t get 
money from Rolls-Royce owners, who 
can they get it from! Except R.R.O.C. 


Real ‘hands-on’ stuff with Robert Chapman 
(centre) getting his hands dirty as he explains a 
part of the Silver Spirit braking system. 


members are probably the hardest of all 
to get money from! Joking aside, our 
members supported the raffle enthus- 
iastically. Zoe Steiner was chosen to 
draw the winning tickets. While we were 
eating and drinking the local Jazz Group 
entertained us. 

Following afternoon tea we had a 
quick Register meeting which most 
people attended, mainly to discuss the 
venue for next year’s Meet. 
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We would like to thank very much the 
President of the Sapphire Coast Historic 
Vehicle Club, Allan Johnston, and the rest 
of the members for their wonderful 
hospitality and use of their marvellous 
facilities. 

Dinner that night was held at Costa’s 
Restaurant in Merimbula, virtually on the 
waterfront. While only a short distance 
from the motel, Robin had organised for 
a coach to pick us up, which all added to 
the fun. We had a three-course meal with 
a choice for entrée and the main meal. 
The meal only cost us $15.50 each — 
Robin is certainly a wizz at organising 
good deals for us! We were all anxious 
to get back to the motel after our busy 
day, so Robin organised for the coach to 
pick us up a little earlier than planned. 

On Sunday we had a continental 
breakfast in the motel dining room be- 
fore heading to our venue for the day, the 
picturesque Grange Historic Homestead 
at Pambula South. Here we were offered 
morning tea (having just had breakfast!) 
before our early lunch at 11.30 a.m. This 
was an ideal venue for photographing the 
cars (and occupants) so Peter Chan and | 
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spent a couple of hours photographing 
the cars two at a time in front of the 
house, and then individually with the 
owners (and guests as applicable). The 
lunch was just superb. It was a truly 
gourmet smorgasborg with so much to 
choose from, including prawns. The 
owner, Eddie Delves, was the chef for 
the day because the usual chef was un- 
available. Eddie’s wife Elizabeth was also 
on hand to help us. We all tucked in with 
gusto, and then Noel Baker thanked 
Robin & Gita on behalf of us all at the end 
of the lunch for organising such a 
wonderful weekend, with which we all 
heartily concurred. 

It had been a thoroughly enjoyable and 
brilliantly organised weekend. The 
weather had been perfect (not that we 
had any control over that!), the venues 
were beautiful, the food was delicious 
and plentiful and the company very con- 
vivial. What more can one ask for? 

Thank you so much, Robin and Gita, 
from all of us. 

Marilyn Stokes 


Photographs by the Author 
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ROLLS-ROYCE > 
AT DERBY gost 


Malcolm Bobbitt 


‘ROLLS-ROYCE at Derby’, by Malcolm 
Bobbitt. Published by Breedon Books, 2002. 
175 pages, | 76 illustrations. £14.99 in U.K. 


Reviewed by David Thurlow 


No, this is not just another book on 
Rolls-Royce cars. As the name Rolls-Royce 
at Derby implies, this is a very informative 
book which starts with the story we all 
know about Rolls meeting Royce in 
Manchester where the famous partner- 
ship all began, progressing through the 
early cars to ‘The Best Car in the World’ 
— the Silver Ghost — and the building of 
the Derby factory. 


The Silver Ghost is comprehensively 
covered including the armoured cars, as 
well as Royce’s other contribution to the 
1914-18 war effort, his early aero 
engines, all of which makes great reading. 

The period between the Wars follows, 
with the line of Phantoms I, Il and Ill and 
the 20 h.p., 20/25, 25/30 and Wraith. The 
takeover of Bentley Motors Ltd, with its 
attendant controversy, is fully covered, 
followed by the ‘Derby’ Bentleys and the 
beautiful body styles that were produced 
for them. The author misses nothing, 
delving into the Schneider Trophy 
triumphs, the Miss England II world water 
speed record, the ‘R’ engine, etc. 

The urgent development of the 
Merlin, with war again on Britain’s 
doorsteps, and the great success it be- 
came in securing victory are well cov- 
ered, along with tank engine production, 
the Rolls-Royce-engined Vickers tractor 
and various other activities. 

After World War Il motor car pro- 
duction was, of course, moved to Crewe, 
so the Derby story after that point con- 
centrates on the build-up to the present 
day aero engine company, Rolls-Royce 
Plc, becoming the world leader that it is 


today. The development of the jet engine, 
with all models covered, occupies most 
of the remainder of this excellent book. 

Also not forgotten is the disastrous 
financial crisis occasioned by the run- 
away development costs of the RB.21| 
jet engine (still produced today for the 
Boeing 747 and other wide-bodied air- 
liners) and the ways in which the 
Company, Receiver and government 
overcame it. 

The final chapter even mentions 
September | Ith and the hopes for the 
future. 

Although | feel that | have seen most 
of the illustrations before, all are relevant 
to the text and are, in the main, well 
chosen. Unfortunately, some of the car 
pictures are spoiled to varying degrees by 
being unsympathetically cropped. 

Rolls-Royce at Derby is an excellent 
read and will take its place as a reference 
book for the future, being strong on facts 
and figures and particularly useful for 
looking up the various personalities who 
helped to make the Company great. 

This book makes a wonderful com- 
panion to the author’s previous work 
Rolls-Royce & Bentley: Sixty Years at Crewe. 
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Emerging situation concerns 


lam disgusted with the developments 
of both Rolls-Royce and Bentley, but 
especially in the case of Rolls-Royce. | 
think the end result will be a disaster, 
culminating in BMW ‘throwing in the 
towel’. Hopefully then the marque and 
Company will return to British owner- 
ship within a few years. 

BMW continue to tell us that they 
have studied and will use the principles of 
Sir Henry Royce. However, they have 
ignored the principles of the Hon. 
Charles Rolls. It was his patriotic prin- 
ciples that led him to put his name only 
ona British-built car. This is an important 
principle that BMW have ignored. 

It is also of great concern to me that 
the automobile buying public are not 
aware that modern motor manufacturers 
are increasingly incorporating throw- 
away items in the modern motor car. An 
associate of mine recently ignored a 
warning light on the dashboard of his 
four-year-old luxury saloon, the result 
being a seized engine. When the car was 
towed to an authorised dealer he was 
told that the engine had to be scrapped 
due to a lineless scored bore, the only 
solution being to replace the engine with 
a new one! 

The increasing use of alloy in major 
structural members is of concern to me. 
It has been said that the future Rolls- 
Royce is to have cast magnesium sub- 
members as part of its alloy spaceframe 
construction. Besides the inherent fatigue 
problems associated with these exotic 
metals there is the flash-point issue. One 
of the world’s leading racing engine 
builders, Engine Developments, has stop- 
ped working with magnesium owing to 
the problems associated with this metal. 

There is nothing new about magne- 
sium castings and alloy fabrications. 
However, for those who witnessed those 
horrific, firey racing accidents in the 
1970s, it was a great relief to enter the 
carbon fibre era. Alloy-bodied trucks, | 
have been told, ignite like roman candles 
when in serious crashes, and we all 
remember the horrifying crash at Le 
Mans in 1955 when a Mercedes 
constructed mainly of magnesium hit 
an alloy-bodied Austin Healey. 

| do not think that alloy panelled 
bodies on steel structures are at all a 
problem. However, when one mixes 
magnesium with total alloy structures 
and add to this modern electronic 


devices, elevated exhaust temperatures 
and the highly volatile fuels we are using 
in our ‘unleaded’ cars, the combination is 
potentially lethal. 
Would anyone like to elaborate? 
Thank you for your continued support 
of the Rolls-Royce marque and for your 
honest interpretation of what is really 
happening with the Company and 
marque we have admired so much in the 
past. 
Robert Harrison, 
New South Wales 


Editorial comment: Even if BMW ‘throws in 
the towel’ and returns the Rolls-Royce 
marque to British ownership (as it did with 
Rover) it still won't mean that the Company 
is again British. This is because the Company 
was not sold to BMW but to Volkswagen, 
only the name having been acquired by 
BMW, for use on cars of its own design and 
manufacture. It would now require an almost 
impossible combination of circumstances for 
both the marque and the Company to retum 
to British ownership. — M.1.B. 


Spares supply 


| have read your very detailed report 
on the 2002 Spare Parts Meeting held this 
summer at Hunt House, Paulerspury, 
U.K. (PRAECLARUM 4-02, p.3943), and 
am prompted to comment. 

It is a matter of regret that the Rolls- 
Royce & Bentley Specialists Association is 
not invited to be represented at these 
meetings. Any discussion about spares 
for the pre-’55 cars cannot be complete 
or have an accurate overview until all 
points of view are embraced. Never- 
theless, | was grateful to read in your 
report of some support for the work we 
do being evident at the Meeting. 

The Rolls-Royce & Bentley Specialists 
Association takes very seriously the man- 
ufacture and supply of parts for the older 
cars, and when | read about the value of 
pre-’55 parts available from official 
sources | was stung into action. | prompt- 
ly started telephoning the Association 
membership to find some accurate facts, 
starting with the key players. The first 
four calls revealed well over £2 million 
worth of pre-’55 parts available for 
immediate dispatch. After discussions 
with my Chairman it became clear that in 
the U.K. alone Association members 
have, between them, over £3 million 
worth of spares. Association members in 
Australia have fast access to them, and 


also add to that total. As was noted by 
the Spare Parts Meeting, these are all vital 
wear parts, not major assemblies that in- 
flate the shelf value. Parts manufactured 
by Association members are sold to 
owners here in the U.K. and overseas, to 
franchised dealers and, on occasion, to 
the original Company at Crewe. Without 
the efforts of this Association it is safe to 
speculate that most of the pre-war cars 
would now be static exhibits. 

We all watch with interest to see what 
support is available to the historic vehicle 
movement from the reformed Com- 
panies from 2003 onwards. 


Eric Tranter, Secretary, 
Rolls-Royce & Bentley Specialists Association 


Editorial comment: |t would be extraordinary 
if the Rolls-Royce & Bentley Specialists 
Association were not invited to participate in 
the annual Spare Parts Meeting. However, of 
the several Meetings | have attended, this 
year's was the first at which there was no 
Association representation. Association mem- 
bers form by far the most formidable source 
of pre-!955 spare parts, and it is true that 
many cars could not have been kept on the 
road without them. Their post-'55 parts sup- 
ply is not to be sneezed at, either. — M.1.B. 


A fair go for whom? 


Regarding the Federal President’s 
comments in the last issue, | certainly 
cannot think of anybody, other than the 
actual perpetrators, who believes he 
could have changed the fate that has 
befallen the Rolls-Royce marque. Al- 
though some might prefer it swept under 
the carpet, | do not believe that a need 
for “damage control” could have arisen 
from the frank and honest discussion that 
we have seen in this Club. 

Whilst it is true that Rolls-Royce 
Motor Cars Ltd always needed an owner 
with the means and the will to provide 
for adequate research and development, 
it is equally true that the Company got 
precisely that when it was sold to Volks- 
wagen in 1998. Therefore, if there could 
be any justification for severing the Rolls- 
Royce marque from the original Com- 
pany and selling it to a third party, it can’t 
be that. Our sense of a ‘fair go’ might 
move us to consider whether VW was 
given a fair go after buying the Company. 
Or the Crewe workforce. 

Alastair Kinloch, 
President, A.C.T. Branch 
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ROLLS-ROYCE OWNERS' CLUB CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


Cars For Sale 


1913 Silver Ghost (2412) Peels of Brisbane 
London-Edinburgh 2-seat Victoria phaeton (1913 
body). Possibly the only original, complete low- 
radiator L-E chassis left in Australia. In very fine un- 
restored condition, This model is the most famous 
of all, sought after because of extreme rarity but 
eminently useable at great speed on long distance 
ralltes - including the 2003 Alpine Trial re-enact- 
ment. $460,000. Doug Bristow 03-9899-699 | (w) 


1923 Twenty (5987) Barker tourer. A superb, orig- 
inal ‘barrel-sided’ tourer, regarded as the most de- 
sirable of bodies for the light, early 20 hp. chassis. 
Every detail correct including rear Auster screen, 
fine instruments, 6-wheel equipment, luggage rack 
and Barker patent headlamp dipping system. 
Possibly the most desirable unrestored Twenty in 
the country. Astute buyers recognise the interest 
and value of original coachwork over replica bod- 
ies, $69,000, Doug Bristow 03-9899-6991 (w) 


1925 Silver Ghost (125AU) Hooper landaulette. 
Apparently low-mileage 7-seater in superb condi- 
tion with lovely original coachwork - even better 
than a tourer for family outings or waving to one’s 
subjects - could be used for next Royal visit! 4- 
wheel brakes, $245,000 o.n.o. Doug Bristow 
03-9899-699 | (w) 


1936 Phantom Ill (3AZ204) HJ. Mulliner saloon 
with division (second body). Mechanically excellent 
but requires complete cosmetic refurbishment. In 
regular rally use. Some $3,500 worth of spares 
included. The most serious enquiries only please. 
$57,500. David Crichton 02-6026-2278 


Cars For Sale 


1936 25/30 (GRM3) Barker saloon. Black & ivory. 
Six wheel equipment. Mechanically excellent. 
Driven regularly and meticulously maintained. 


Records to hand. $55,000. Vivien Reed 
02-93 10-0200 or FAX 02-93 10-0999 


1950 Bentley Mk VI (B!149DZ) original black with 
beige interior. Melbourne delivery to D. Speed, 
Toorak. Restoration nearly completed. Running 
chassis, engine overhauled, body repairs com- 
pleted, requiring only paint and upholstery to 
finish. Tools, handbook, record of restoration 
work. $17,500 o.n.o. Gilbert Ralph 03-9807-450] 
or 041 8-54-8282 


1955 Silver Cloud | (SWA232) Black with beige 
interior. Completely restored 12 months ago with 
engine, gearbox and suspension rebuilt. New 
paintwork, tyres, air conditioning and all new 
interior. Pictorial record of restoration available. 
Restored by a perfectionist to the highest standard, 
less than 500 miles since. $65,000 negotiable. 
David Saville 07-5577-5452 (h) 0414-61-3959 (w) 


1960 Silver Cloud Il (SVWWC26) black over maroon 
with pin-stripe at the break (not the conventional 
two-tone). Red leather and carpets. Mechanically 
all Al. Very sleek-looking car in concours 
condition. Call owner for photographs. $39,900. 
Henry Overmars 08-9490-37 10 


1966 Bentley T Series (SBH! 187) affectionately 
known as ‘Dreadnought’. Sound car with nice 
interior. Has attended last four Federal Rallies 
- see colour pic P3-02 p.3924. $17,500 or offers. 
John Filler 02-6288-5990 figaro@webone.com.au 


PRACLARVM 


Cars For Sale 


1961 Bentley Continental $2 (BC69BY) Park Ward 
drophead coupé. Original, unaltered, umodified 
state in good condition as an everyday driver's car, 
Owned [0 years, approx. 25,000 miles on clock. 
$1! 10,000 negotiable. Frederick Bitneris 
07-3422-0628 (h) 07-3834-7598 (w) 


1966 Silver Shadow (CRH 1344) HJ. Mulliner, Park 
Ward two-door saloon. Regal Red. First owner film 
star Peter Sellers. Very carefully maintained. Factory 
air conditioning, cruise control, electronic ignition, 
Kenwood 5-speaker sound system, 5 new tyres, 
new battery, handling kit. Runs on unleaded petrol 
with Fueistar combustion catalyst. Magnificent 
touring. Concours winner RRO.C. South 
Australian Branch. History and photos available. 
$58,000. Bryan Price 08-8379-8036 


1966 Silver Shadow (CRH 1439) H,. Mulliner, Park 
Ward two-door saloon. Dark blue over black, dark 
blue interior. Presents and drives very well. 
$48,000 o.n.o. George Giorgi 07-5538-8854 or 
04 14-69-6666 
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1990 Bentley Turbo R (BRL32794) Flown out for 
the 1990 Sydney Motor Show and maintained to 
perfection since. A car like no other, with burr 
walnut door panelling and cocktail cabinets with 
crystal decanters and glasses. $90,000. Pat Browne 
07-3856-49 | | 
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ROLLS-ROYCE OWNERS’ CLUB CLASSIFIE 


Cars For Sale 


1996 Silver Spirit (ASTS7273) Silver Pearl with 
Parchment hide piped Cirrus. 20,000 km. Dry 
weather highway driven car with original tyres. A 
truly remarkable motor car, one of the last true 
Rolls-Royce cars from Crewe. $195,000. Ed 
Kennedy 08-9586-8999 


Cars Wanted 


Wanted: Rolls-Royce and Bentley motor cars, pre- 
and post-war, any model up to and including Silver 
Clouds and S Series, any condition considered. 
Please contact Ray or lan at The Real Car Co., 
telephone (U.K) +44-1248-602649 or Email: 
mail@realcar.co.uk 


Wanted to buy: Silver Cloud | or Bentley $1, or any 
Rolls-Royce or Bentley before 1959 in any condi- 
tion whatsoever. Ailen Curtis 0409-346-534 


Parts For Sale 


5 x steel road wheels and 4 x Michelin 
235HRX70x15 tyres with 50-75% tread to fit 1985 
Silver Spirit or Bentley Mulsanne. Offers. lan 
Hodgson 02-6368-284 


Silver Shadow parts: rear brake disc (new), $200; 
Series | pitman arm, heavy construction, offers; 
Lucas starter motor armature, boxed, $300; front 
indicator chrome surround, genuine $150, non- 
genuine $100; set of accumulator return hoses for 
RR363, $40; set of engine timing gears, $60; road 
wheel rim, $40. Alan White 0403-06- 1238. Email: 
valan@bigpond.com.au 


Parts Wanted 


Wanted: the following tools for late series 20/25: 
jaw spanners F6373 2BA x SBA, F988! 3BA x ‘/4”, 
F9799 |BA x '/4'", F6392 ''/16" x /16"; box spanners 
FB2055 7BA x 5BA, FB2058 3BA x 2BA, FB2056 
IBA x '/4", FB2057 */16" x ?/s", FB2054 “/16" x 1/2", 
FB54932 */e", FB9814 7/4 x "16"; tommy bars 
KB6036 */16" dia, E7658 '/4” dia., KB6038 */16" dia, 
KB6040 ‘/is" dia, G50976 rear axle tube nut; 
£60416 valve spring tool; F81889 screw driver 3” 
blade; RF5949 5" engineer's pliers; F61180 feeler 
gauges; 520/3760 Moulton & Spencer mallet; 
520/3734 & 520/3738 oil gun & connection; 
F82659 Nesthill oil syringe. Bob Roberts 
0407-002350 or FAX 02-4936-6702 


Wanted: fusebox cover to suit Silver Cloud |. 
Graham Garth 03-5722-1998 or FAX 03-5722-1997 


INFORMATION: Classified advertisements must 
be factual and accurate. Persons misrepresenting 
cars, parts or services will be denied further use of 
this space. Ads for cars for sale must include chassis 
number and asking price. Ads may be edited to 
optimise use of available space and to conform to 
a standard format, and may be rejected at the 
discretion of the Editor without discussion. 


Parts Wanted 


Wanted: the following Rolls-Royce box spanners: 
F9808, F98I|, F9812, F9840, F73716. Also 
Phantom Il Dunlop wheel spanner. Paul Hesse 
02-9545-4694 or FAX 02-9542-1305 


Literature For Sale 


PRAECLARUM back issues available from the 
Sir Henry Royce Foundation Australia. If you 
require a particular issue to complete your 
collection please let us know and we will see if it is 
available. $5.00 per copy. Please contact David 
Vann 07-3865-3287 or FAX 07-3865-4822 


Literature Wanted 


| would tike to trace the original Owner's Hand- 
book for |958 Silver Cloud SGE298, delivered 
new to David Lloyd Jones of David Jones stores, or 
would like to purchase another copy in good con- 
dition. Graham Garth 03-5722-1998 or FAX 
03-5722-1997 


Wanted: any post-war James Young or Jack Barclay 
brochures, photographs or sales literature. Martin 
Bennett 02-4829-7140 (phone & FAX) 


Services 


Engineering Solutions specialists in engineering 
restorations. One-off or multipie parts made to 
your specifications or sample, existing parts re- 
paired or modified. we specialise in: 

* complete engine/transmission reconditioning 

* splines and gearcutting 

* pattern-making and casting 

* nameplate etching 

* cast iron welding 

* fuel tank manufacturing 

John Handley Restorations 
‘Phone/FAX 07-4159-9 143 


of Bundaberg. 


We overhaul: hydraulic accumulators, height 
control valves, and minimum pressure valves for 
Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow, T Series, Corniche etc. 
and Silver Spirit/Spur, Bentley Mulsanne etc. motor 
cars. We have specialised in Rolls-Royce hydraulics 
in the UK. since 1979 and are now established in 
Australia. Qur overhauled components are guaran- 
teed for two years, unlimited milage. For example: 
Silver Shadow/Bentley T Series/Comiche/Camargue 
accumulator reconditioning, $295. 

Pleiades Automotive Hydraulics (Australia) 
PO, Box 40, Gayndah, Qld. 4625. 
‘Phone/FAX 07-4161-2512 


PHOTOGRAPHS: Good black & white or colour 
prints showing the lines of the car are suitable. 
‘Front-on’ shots cannot be used. For photo return, 
please include stamped addressed envelope. 
DEALERS: Parties dealing in motor cars must, 
where required by law, quote their dealer's licence 
number and comply with all other statutory 
requirements relating to their advertising. 


D ADVERTISING 


David Ekberg 
Pty Ltd 


1961 ROLLS-ROYCE SILVER CLOUD II 
Delivered new to Eric Rainsford in Porcelain 
White with Red hide. One owner since 1962! 
Unused for several years. 
SWC676 


1969 BENTLEY T SERIES 
Delivered new by Kellows to |.C.]. Ltd. One sub- 
sequent owner since 1983. Rare three-speed 


transmission/picnic table model. 
SBH5531 


1964 ROLLS-ROYCE SILVER CLOUD Ill 
Recently traded by Club member. Substantial re- 
cent expenditure. New Steel Blue paintwork, air 
conditioning, CD player. 
SGT9I 


1988 ROLLS-ROYCE SILVER SPIRIT 

Delivered new in Brisbane. Particularly good car 
in Silver with picnic tables, CD player and ABS. 
ASJ24285 $69,888 


1965 BENTLEY S3 
Kellows-delivered car in Dawn Blue with factory 
air conditioning and hide headlining. Presents 


exceptionally well. 
B344HN 


I990MY BENTLEY TURBO R 
Melbourne delivery car just traded on new 
Arnage. Full authorized service history. Picnic 


tables, veneered door panels. 
BRL31356 $98,888 


1957 BENTLEY ‘S’ TYPE CONTINENTAL 
HJ. MULLINER FASTBACK 
Much-admired Club car offered for the first time 


in 30 years. Outstandingly original. 
BCI6CM $158,888 


1965 BENTLEY $3 CONTINENTAL HJ. MULL- 
INER, PARK WARD DROPHEAD COUPE 

Rare and ultra-desirable model in original, emi- 
nently usable condition. Delivered new in South 


Africa. Factory air conditioning. Unrepeatable. 
BCI08XE $163,888 


1997 ROLLS-ROYCE SILVER SPUR IV 

One owner Australian delivered car with full 
authorized history. Light pressure turbo engine, 
electric steering column, etc. Last of series. 
ANV59443 $228,888 


$26,888 


$26,888 


$58,888 


$73,888 


Other cars available. Please 
telephone 03 9533 8883 any time. 


LMCT 9000 


COST: Ads are free to non-trade members. Non- 
members are charged $16.50 (inc. GST) for a non- 
commercial ad. of reasonable length. Trade ads at 
commercial rates. Photographs included free of 
charge to non-trade members, $16.50 (inc. GST) 
for others. Where applicable, cheques made 
payable to RR.O.C. of Australia must accompany 
advertising copy. Send ads to the Editor at: 


‘Arcadia’, 177 Old South Road, Yarra, via Goulburn, N.S.W. 2580. 'Phone/FAX: 02-4829-7140. Email: editor@rroc.org.au 
Deadlines: 21st of January, March, May, July, September, November. 


Now, the Yanks’ 
Best Kept Secret 
of 30 Years 
Revealeal! 


3 INC. 
2028 Cotner Avenue 
Los Angeles, California 90025 USA 


Tel. 310-473-7773 


Fax. 310-479-1197 


World’s most complete stock of 
used post-war (1946-96) Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley spares. 


Virtually everything on hand, immedi 
-ately avaliable, and at reasonaible prices. 


Knowledgeable assistance and 
personal service always. 


¢ Restoration candidates and drivable RHD 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars available. 

e UPS, Alr and Mall Shipments Dally. 

° Phone Calls or Fax Preferred. 


GOOD 
SUSPENSION 


ee affects. 
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ON essential 
repairs & parts contact 


Dedicated specialist 


TOM JOHNSTON MOTORS 


Pty Ltd 


13 Stirling St. Thebarton S.A. 5031 
Tel. 08 8234 5600, Fax 08 8234 5607 
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Display Advertising 


If your business is associated with Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley motor cars, or if you are offering that special 
car for sale, you could benefit from the impact of a 
display advertisement in PRAECLARUM, your Club’s 
national magazine that goes to all members of all 
Branches of the Club Australia-wide, as well as to 
members and subscribers in a number of other 
countries. 

Your advertisement may be submitted in electronic 
or camera-ready form, or it can be typeset and laid 
out to your requirements on the Club’s computer 
system as a free service. Compare these highly 
competitive and economical GST-inclusive rates 
(colour extra): 


Size: Cost per issue: 
Full Page - $451 
Half Page - $253 


Quarter Page - $143 


To enquire or book space, please contact: 
Martin Bennett, 
‘Arcadia’, 177 Old South Road, 
Yarra via Goulburn, 
New South Wales 2580 
’Phone/FAX: 02-4829-7140 


VETERAN VINTAGE & CLASSIC 
VEHICLE INSURANCE 


When it comes to Insurance, 
well take as much care of 
your Rolls-Royce or Bentley 


... aS you do! 


e Agreed Value 
¢ Competitive Premiums 
e Retention of Wreck 
e Repairer of Your Choice 


Includes NRMA Plus benefits with every policy. 


Coverage Throughout Australia 


1800 646 605 


NRMA Insurance Limited ACN 000 016 722 
388 George Street Sydney 2000 


5-02 3991 


The Record speaks for itself: 


1914 Silver Ghost, restored/rebodied V.M.G. 1992 
Overall Winner, Federal Rally 1998 

1939 Bentley 4'/: Litre, restored V.M.G. 1991 
Overall Winner, Federal Rally 1999 

1936 Bentley 4'/; Litre, restored V.M.G. 2000 

Best Restoration, Federal Rally 2000 

Best Bentley. Federal Rally 2000 

Overall Winner, Best Restoration and Age & 
Authenticity, N.S.W. Branch Concours 2000 

Best Derby Bentley and Masters Class winner, Federal 
Rally 2001 

Best Derby Bentley and Best Pre-War Car, Federal Rally 2002 


The ultimate end of restoration project should be the Judges’ approval and the 
beginning of many years of reliable and enjoyable motoring 


For Show-ers and Go-ers, only at the Ultimate Repair Shop 


MAX HOUSTON’S 


Vintage #lotor Garage 


Telephone: 02 4373 1277 


Facsimile: 02 4373 1020 


BODY WORKS 


Visit our website 


Central Mangrove, N.S.W. vintagemotorgarage.com 
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ACHIEVE PERFECTION! 


Choose Lmarr custom wheel discs for that “classic look.” 


Add an air of distinction and refinement to your classic car. —_ Rolls Royce, Talbot, Voisin, and we can custom produce 
with Lmarr discs. discs for almost any car. 
The convenience of our discs cannot be underestimated: We fit wheel sizes 15” to 23”, and can also fit to some 15” 

¢ eliminates the lengthy cleaning process and 16” bolt on steel wheels. 

¢ helps protect the chassis and brake mechanism 

* comes with everything needed for installation. LMARR DISK LTD. 
Over 55 discs available in stock such as: Alfa, Bentley, P O Box 910, Glen Ellen, CA 95442 -O910 USA 
Cord, Delage, Delahaye, Early Ford (wire wheel), Issoti- Tel: (707) 938-9347 Fax: (707) 938-3020 
Fraschini, Jaguar, Hispano-Suiza, Lagonda, Lincoln, E-Mail: Imarr@attglobal.net; Website: www.imarr.com 

— 


e Da 
MeMillan 
ROLLS-ROYCE & BENTLEY OF SYDNEY 


Official Sales Dealer, Parts, Service and Coachwork Centre 


GRAND TOURING, BENTLEY STYLE 


Beyond the physical sensations of comfort, the modern Bentley motor car offers something more. A sense of soul; 
the interior is entirely hand-crafted, from the engine-turned aluminium fascia and waistrails or mirror-matched, 
unbleached veneer, to the premium grade hide upholstery — almost every surface that you touch has been 
meticulously crafted by hand. With such individuality, the Bentley craftsmen of Crewe, England, can create almost 
any environment a customer desires. 


We at Rolls-Royce & Bentley of Sydney are proud to be associated with cars of such inventiveness and beauty. As 
sole N.S.W.and A.C.T. distributor, we are able to offer a range of new and pre-owned cars to suit the most discerning 


purchaser. 


19-27 Regatta Road, Five Dock, Canada Bay, N.S.W. 2046 
Telephone: 02 9744 5111 FAX: 02 9744 5517 
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